
The First
oj the Pint to

Reach After'
Lall for Ttwofjs in 1861

, civil war veteran who wont to 'the,
f rr nt in 'At with the famous Sixth Mnf-thu-etl- s

Volunteers wrote a letter to T,'tK
Si y 'lie other day. He had Isjett reading
iii !'.' paper about some
triK'i - who vail themselves tho First ot

because they were the first tr

soldiers to arrive in Washington
in ivll for tho defence of tho rational
capital

volunteer from Massachusetts read
the stoiy and launched into contradict-
ion He mid the Hlxth Mastgichusetts
was the first regiment to nrrlveiVin Wash-
ington. They got thorn April l, ism.
Ho a in "that mAlfo in Bait fmone'.and
lememliered "a rabble of tnon And young
fellow" without guns, uniforms, officers
or any son m org-- . n, on occ I .e.i

.S mix lili m "iini,
they found the Sixth was in tumble went
Kick home

"If all those military orKiiuizations
mentioned by the Pennsylvnf.ia corre-
spondent started from PhiUulMphia for
Maltimore on April 17," he gow on, "they
were a long time getting thene.

If this survivor of the Massachusetts
regiment had uttered there sentiments
anywhere around APentown, Pa., on Tues-

day. April 18. lBtl, ho'd have founoVliimself
playing the role of storm ventre. That
was the fiftieth anniversary of the day
Ihe Pennsylvania troops iwched Wash-

ington. Twenty-nin- e surxnx-or- s of the
63n men and officers were .having a re-

union. The youngest of titers u 08 and the
oldest over M. but the Massachusetts
rritlo would hax-- e found them as ready to
fight for their laurels now as, they wer to
fight for their country half a century ago.

1 he dearest possession of every one of
those twenty-nin- e old Ielkwi is a bronze
medal presented by the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania on Octotwri. 18(11. These
medals were made at the United States
Mint in Philadelphia and Iwar the in-

scription "First In Defence of the Capi-

tal. April 18. 1881." All scoffers, whether
from Massachusetts or any other State,
are requested to take note of that date
And if they don't lelieve the Common-

wealth or Pennsylvania they are further
directed to read the following sworn
statement made by Simon Cameron.
July t. ISM. Mr. Cameron was Secretary
of War in 1881 when the first call for troops
mas made. He says:

"I certify that the rottsville National
Light Infantry was the first, company of
volunteers whose services were offered
for the defence of the capital. A telegram
reached the War Department on the 13th

making the tender It was immediately
accepted. The company reached Wash-

ington on April 18. 1861. with four ad-

ditional companies from
and these were the first troops to reach
the seat of Government at the beginning
or the war of he Rebellion."

The Massachusetts Boldier who noticed
"a rabble or young fellows" in a box car
at Baltimore April 18 Is more or less po-

litely requested by the Pennsylvania sur-

vivor not to identify that rabble with
them. They were already in Washington
then, nursing some wounds thoy had
acquired the day before at the hands of
the inhospitable Baltlmoreans in a meJee
of their um. As for their starting from
Pniladelphl and being a long time getting
to the capital, the Massachusetts man
again is a little mixed. Most of them had
never seen Philadelphia at that time.

The storv of how they acquired the
right to call themselves, as'they do. PirsC
Defenders is an interesting one as told
br the survivors at their fiftieth anni
versary. Almost without exception mese
survivors are Pennsylvania Germans.
The records of our last three wars show
that when it comes to jumping to the
defence of one's' country these Penn-

sylvania Germans are quicker on the
takeoff than anybody else.

They say they were the first to volunteer
in the Mexican war. In 1881 they hustled
over to Washington ahead of everybody
else. When the war
came along they had got the habit, and
the Fourth Regiment Pennsylvania Na-

tional Guard was the first to be mustered
in at the State camp at Mount Gretna.
This was In effect a regiment of Penn-
sylvania Germans. Two of its companies,
R and D, were from Allentown. one being
the actual descendant of the Allen Light
Infantry, one of the five companies to
reach Washington first in 1881.

These five companies were the Ringgold
Light Artillery of Reading, the Logan
Guards of Lewistown, the Allen Light
Infantry of Allentown and the Washing-
ton Artillerists and the National Light
Infantry of Pottsville. They met at
Harrishurg, were aworn. in there and went
on to Washington together. The Ring-
gold Light Artillery was the first to start
and came pretty near being the very first
or all the first defenders by getting to
Washington ahead of everybody else.

QUICK TO ACT.

President Lincoln's call for 75,000 troops
for three months service was issued on
April 15. That morning the Hinggold
Light Artillery, numbering 105 men and
officers, was drilling with full ranks Just
outside of Heading. The proclamation
'r the President reached the telegraph
operator while the company was at work
nml he hurried his younger brother off
up the street with the despatch.

The boy knew the route by which the
soldiers w'ould return to their armory and
Intercepted them as they marched hack,
t apt McKnlght must have been glad to
get the news, for ho gave the messenger a
i.iMrler and quarters were scarcer then
i'i.-- they are now and in no time at all
an 'tii"r despatch was on the wires, this
tune addtepsed to Gov, Curt ill at Harris-bill- g

" lhe Hinggold Light Artillery aro on
p.'uade. F.very one of them exiects to
I oidered on duty for the United States
r rviu- - before they leave their guns,"

Probably a Bostonlan would havo held
up that despatch and straightened out its
nouns and pronouns and verb Hut tho
Pennsylvania German, H. A. Lantz, who

......iiuieriinr lepiieir
command to Haiiisbuig

I" Hist tir.m If any of your iiieu need
" iiJipinent they will bo provided here by

(iovei nmetil "

Ins despatch was received in Heading
i '.'ii the next morning, in, and in

e hours Hinggold Light Arllllerv
w.i on in, ay, equipped and uni -

twined Deiitg an company, tho

Defenders
Experience Pennsylvania Companies

Washington President Lincoln's

Peiinsyhe.nlit

Pennsylvania,

Spanish-America- n

.1 Hr.HVH.nsSin.:Tir .V.ft-WWJ- H

equipment did not Include millet Hut
tho men wore imbrex, and urns' of them
carried pistols, They reached Harrli-bur- g

i

tint evening about 8 o'clock and
Secretary or stnta of Pennsylvania at
once notified Washington The Secretary
of War telegraphed In reply:

"Push forward company by Hist train "

Arrangement" wore made to leave at
3 A. M and lr this plan had hern carried
out tho Heading company would have
been In Washington April IV, twetity-tou- r
hour ahead of the other I'ennt.ylvanians
and forty-eig- hour in advance or
Sixth Massachusetts, The order was
countermanded nowover. and i no isimr.
gold i.ignt Artillery waited at Hiirrislnire
for ,,. .'. nli. r troops.

.,-- ff jlwUtown
Innrr ve I Ikvv tmirvhori mrrnH

Ihw.Juniatn UiVf-- r to Ponimylvania Htat on
. .. . ion ine exening of April 10. wailed several

nours ror a train and reached
early the next morning. If Mnss-- i

clniMetts man who thinks he's the real
thing in first defenders wnnlHtotalk things
ox-e- r with a survivor or Logan Guards
ho will find Major Robert W. Patton living

r .

ISSSSSSSBSHSBISJWV

right here in New York at 13 West Twelfth
street.

When the call for troops came young
Patton simply locked up his jewelry shop
and helpd hustle his company to Harris-
burg. where ho was commissioned a
Lieutenant. He is not exactly "young
Patton" noxv, he's quite able to copo
with any attempt to rob him and his com-

rades of their distinction as the only
genuine first defenders

ine inira company io arrive ai mirrm- -

burg was the Allen Light Infantry of
Allent own. the scene of the recent linn -

versary fslolimilrai At their head wrs
Capt . Thomas Yeaeer. ir any one is over
temii,ted to make a list of
enthusiastic young soldiers l lie Allentown
people wlllseo that it includes the name of
Thomas Yeagor In tho early daya ol 'm
they thought he was rather daft on tho
subject of war. Ho actually made a trip
to Washington to look at the
around the capital, and when ho came
back he was so industrious a drljlmaster
that some of Ills men backed out of the
company.

capt. yeaokb'h HKCRUiriNn,

When tho nexvs or tho firing on Fort
Sumter camo'Capt. Yenger rushed off
post hast o to Harrisburg to offer to Gov.
Curtin the services of himself and his
command. Tho result was that ho

one of tho llrst Captain's com-
missions issued for the civil war. Allen-

town people think It was very llrst
commission issued to an officer of volun-
teers. With It In his tiocket ho hurried
back homo and called on his company
for volunteers to go to tho defence of
Washington.

His way of calling for them seems to
hnve been peculiar to himself. For
instance one member of tho company,
a shoemaker, was asked by tho doughty
Captain whether ho was going with tho

.i i.
tain s convictions, iiioiigiii veto clear
enough for both,

, "If vou haven'i teported r.... .I,,,.. I.,,

ng.ied it for the company, was superior rest. Tlw shooinnkor a
in any such minor considerations. He .wife and three baby at homo
know what So did Kll Sllfer, was much lorn between con-rota-

of Commonwealth, who tending ideas as to what was the llrst
eieived it .mil the absence duty man in a case like his. Tho Cap- -...

Iti your

general

fully
artillery

and iinied of! leeruit in triumph
j In spite of these strenuous methods
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his company numbered only foily-scve-

iiikI dm older IiikI I rtn to t ret nil to full
stietigth before coming to Harrishurg.
Another mnti might havo waited a day
and off with a miiHtnr roll of prosjr

the.1 that
r.l nil.

light, wo ones to

length. Hut not ('apt. x. eager. With his try "
forty-seve- n men at his back he left Allen-- 1 'IHK in tiALTI.xionK
town on the afternoon of April 17, roach-- 1 All the live companion hr.d boon organ- -

ing Mai rlsliiiig that evening. l'""d for homo time. Tho National Light
He picked up three more recruits on Infant"- - was sle.tod r.s te.' r,s 1831.,

the way, but Inside of twenty-fou- r hours tho Washington Artillerists In 181'.', the.
had expelled one of his men for disobe- - Ringgold Aitlllivy In IH.Vi,

die.ice. I.ognn (lur.ris In lh58 r.nd Allen Light
stripped lilm myself In middle , 1f in 1850. .Some envied Sprlng-o- f

the loot," he wrote back, "Piking Hold rifles, hut mos; of those wo.-- out or
tho whole iiuirorm from him, nnd left dr.'.o, r.nd promised at Hnvlsburg
him naked except for pantaloons, did lu.t mr.to;luli7n.

and shirt and took all his money. Thr.t tnado no difference to dotor-th- nt

received Allentown except mined Ponmylvntilrns Thoy hr.d sot
intents." f out for Wr.shlngion, r.nd thoy wont right

T'liN loft Captain with forty-nin- e ohoad. Ai H o'clock on tho mo.ning of
ir.cn, whom ho took on to Washington Ap.'il 1H, hewing boon muetcrcd into iho
Later twenty-eigh- t members of Hmjll's
Philadelphia Brigade wero added to the
Allentown company.

This Philrdeli hli brl(;.'.iin wrs probably
(tie one noticed ft Hrltlmore by the volun-
teer from Mi'sso'-ln.sclls- . Mcst of its
members did I irn back trom Ihp.i city.
Itlll tuolltt --eirht llielil rrelirroil In
ti, iii. n... .t I. M.oi.......i
,.,! n.f wri. ti, ,n i. ,.ti,i,i .

I'OMl. VelM'xr's folio 1'lroe.lu In U'n.k. i

ln::ton
t 'r ut V

.i'.nii ranidlv in., in ntninn.iML X vnur,' - i

Ir.ter. Juno I, IS"J. wr.s killed in the
bmilo of Fr.ir Oaks on the xory day that
President Lincoln sinned n commission
making him Ilrlg.vlier-Uenora- l.

The two Pottsville companies leit their
town on afternoon of April 17 and

.repelled Harrishurg that night. 'I hey had

it,

- SBlSVt' .1 .1

Harrisburg

hotheaded.

fortifications

THE REUNION.

imIiw neon. "'
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cloth

,..i,i, i.i,.l .i.i i ..,ii., i.n'.,,,,, i"i.iny.

young hud
weeks

he meant. 'and
the

the

April
the

the

the

the

Iho

but

tho

Iho

Light th'i
tho

the

tho
he

ho

the

OF

,..,.....

telegraphed their offer of services to
Washington on April 15 nnd it had
accepted, But they wailed to recruit
up to their full strength. In fact
wont away with so a complement
of men that a third company wo.s later'
formed out of the two,

t.v CLOIHKS.
, he three companies from Heading.
.Allentown and Lewistown had ,;ono ,o

tMiv ,,, .1 I -- ..I....,i.,." .lull .Ml. r i.
Rs ft (jenerrTs.

p.iit the Pottsville recruits were not
I r,rraVed in' military and tuckers by
any 'manner of mentis. Word had been

from HaiTii burc to wear their oldest
j olothos, would bo itnlfoimod there
i at,d would simply throw away own
things. They these instructions
to tho loiter, much their subsequent
chagrin,

j Willio.m Irving, a -

vivor of the Pottsville Light
j mianiry, one m nij s sw nuiium

out of my cont and otioof my boots- -

mirth,
getting

This may seem to
Miissaehusolts
hum. m

plelo organizelioiis,
lint Ihe o woa"

wrstn-Ko- t pet win
glad to soo Washing- -

So'rlock," "I'll sm.i-- h bench mv
or to

inarch tho in'Ihe young was
al hour suioonnugh

broke ihe up "By only

xvh v o -o o this, or t ho other
or none We'd cotnn

help end wo:o first

mki.uk

bask

M

thrso
stock-- 1

ings
at

of

they

..II i.iii

their

have
fronl

lhm

show up. Mr.nsr.chutotts follows
can't get a'otiiid that. and. they needn't

Mi.'vien of United hir.'.os by Capt.
Finecr. (1 .Simmons Soventh

look iho t.r.in fo.1 Hnl.lmnro.
With thrm worn r. of fifty
roguh f.'om Company H, Fifth Ar-
tillery, undo: Llciu. Pombo.'ton. who
uito.-wa'- joined thy Coiifodo.'nio r.riny

At Hr.llinto.o the o wr.s at thrt
i ,i t... .!. ,

,,, .,. i,u,.i ... i. i

.... .nll.. l. nl f .l

ir,.,u,.., I i., -- i iiti iipiiuis, iiunii-- i lit. 'I Kfiliv
in Hnliimoe. At ti o'clock n
of thy Nrtionrl Volunteers
had held which si otch
imagination could interpret as promising

foe r.pp.whins" t oops.
a suburb of tho city, they

dlsomlxirked, nnd with a body of Haiti- -

more police Milder Marshal Kano
escort ucro-- s town The
regul.iis under IVmborton went anil
the Hinggold up
rear The mob grew constantly larger
nnd more aggressive a
Peniisylvaniiins to a larger
of uncomplimentary epithets than they
had ever drainiod existed

f , ,

h,, it'Ki)iin pr ,0 vo,lntPrrs am,

Inits ami cobblestones.
OK TMK VII, XV A It

one of a dozen survivors
is morally ceitain that he was first
man hit Col lloshyshell, then a private
j (he Washington Artillerists
superintendent for twenty years or the
Philadelphia Mint, got his brickbat

' head, thanks to his heavy
t did no more raise on his skull a
arK and puinrul some
Baltimorean's aim.

rcnnsyivaiiians wiihk ii is ram inai
first blood that; according their

mer location of the dear dental departed
ller.ry Wilson Derr, also of Allentown,

was. struck on out; and has been
ever since, And gnat. Grosser was

Allentown too was hit on what
th knuckle of Ills ankle and

laid up for weeks he's glad of it
declared one the speech-maker- s

at (Menders.'
other "I'd rather bo lgnatz

Grosser than tho King or lie
was hit In shin with a buck in Balti-

more and while lie was bandaging his
wound after ho got In Washington r
kindly man ciune along nnd looking nt
wonderful color scheme of yellow and
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wo wore then had lost the heel, i (Inuring, was shod in a war brought on
Thoro wr.s no lime to uniform us Harris-- 1 iy slavery, was that of an e,

burg and wo went to Washington Diddle, the colored servant
In our old clothes. Capt. Wren Washington Artillor- -

"Going .through Baltimore mob ists, was in tho race with a brick and
udded tho finishing touches to my appear- -

( hied copiously. portrait, by tho way,
mice, and it is i, fe.ct that I was not fit 'still hangs in the armory the militia
to faeo the public gaze I reached company which succeeded the Washing-Washingto- n.

I kept out of sight as much ton Artillerists,
as but 1 had to drill or course, i David Jacobs of the Allontown com-"An- d

one when we wero drawn up didn't lose so much blood as Iliddlo
with our backs to somn high officials I did, but a tocth, The other flay at
believe 1 came in for a good deal of their Allentown ho tho lor.--

utteution 1 didn t their uncon -

t rollabln though, for tho incident
ended in our tho uniforms wo

needed "

very amusing the
Sixth and tho other regl- -

minus in. iwniiniww uui- -

rope-J- y equipped
Kirst Defenders oil mo"0 to

of up and ino.e: jnu
bet they wero us ill

said ho, your ' that title y tnan io neon init-

io pieces!" formly urrayed boon walking
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green anil black and blue which adorned
Ignatz's lower extremity, ho said:

l.VJI'nKn Hlll.V LINCOLN' TOtlCIIKI).

"'You ourIU to ie in the hospital.'
"'No,' said 1 final z, 'I won't go to the hos-

pital, but I wish I had a doctor '

"Inside of an holir thoro was a doctor
for lgnatz, sent by tint kindly visitor.
That man was tho greatest In ism years,
Ills name was Abraham Lincoln."

Perhaps you think the First Defenders 1

didn't cheer themselves hoarse nt thc.t
point. Well, you could have heard them I

in tho Allen House clear across tho square,
F.ven Wilson Dorr r.skcd If somebody I

dldu't say something. And later, when
Mr dresser wr.s tolling the same incident
to TlIK Sti.N representative, ho took hold
of his ankle with tho reverence one shows
for n sacred object and he said, with a lit tin
hitch in his voice: j

"He, Abrr.ham Lincoln, took my old leg
in ms own iinini-- ;

Well, that's tho way limy got through
Baltimore, and when they wore finally
jammed into the box cars waiting to take
them on to Washington they hoaved a sigh
of relief until they noticed that tho floor of
the cars hpd been sprinkled with powder.
This thVy took to bo a delicate attention
from their Baltimore hosts of the after-
noon. At any rate thoy scrupulously re-
frained from enjoying a soothing smoke
ami did not brertho quite o.islly until
they disembarked at Washington. They
wore met there by Mujor McDowell of the
regular army and marched to the Capitol.

Tho Massachusetts letter wilter above
quoted also states that tho "Houso of
Representatives was untenanted until the
arrival of Kllsworth's Zouaves." Some of
tho solid Pennsylvanluns who remember

ALLENTOWN. PA., APRIL IS, 1911.

sleeping that first night in Congressional
chairs with their fool on desks will bo
puzzled by this statement. Thoy do not
think thoy are dreaming when they recall

' that first night The Allen Infantry wa"
quartered in the room
near the Senate Chamber

, At this stage of the game their lesotirco- -

fill Capt Yeagor tools pains to spread the
I report that although only Mil men had
arrived on that train S.ihk) moio wero on
tho way and would bo thoro in an hour
lie dropped in at the newspaper offices
also and look his own way of adding
nothing to tho plain truth, For instead

tor announcing the arrival of 530 volunteers
ho made it 5,2il by tho mere addition of a
cipher,

Tho Pennsylvanluns haven't a doubt
that these exaggerated reports were
promptly conveyed to the Confederates
then encamped on tho heights ocross the
river Atid they rather think that maybo
thoy out and out saved the Union all by
their lone .WO solves. Anyhow, they say,
if they hadn't scared qd the Confederates
until those Massachusetts fellows could
como nnd help there's no lolling what
might havo happened, Tho Sixth did get
in tho next day and it must bo recorded
that the Pennsylvanians say:

"The Sixth Massachusetts was wel-- ,
corned and fed by tho First Defenders,"
TIIANKKP IIV Till: 1IOP8K OF IIKritK.NK.NTA-TIVK-

Before tho Now F.n glanders arrived the
troops from Pennsylvania had received
new Springfield rifles. Those came in
cases from tho arsenal and wore opened in
tho presence ol President Lincoln, Socro-tar- y

ol Stnte Howard and Sooretary of
War Cameron. Tho President passed
down tho lines and shook hands with
nvory one or tho volunteer soldiers.
Later, on July 2'.' or that same year, tho
following resolution was passed by tho
lower branch of Congress:

Wraiidti, That the thanks of this House
aio due and aro hereby tendered to the
.vio snliliers trom Pennsylvania ho passed
through the mob of Baltimore and reached
WiHiinulnn on I lie I Mil iIhv of April last
for Ihe defence of the national capital,

I Apparently somebody besides (lie First
! Defenders themselves knew that thoy
'had come to town, The very alacrity,
though, with which they responded to
ttin President's call had something to
do with Iho comparative inconspicuous- -

ness of their subsequent onieer, Not be.
ing a regiment they did not have the right

i u bo called the First Pennsylvania Vol- -

nnteeni. While they wero hurrying hot-
foot to Washington another lot of Penn-
sylvania Gerniann had got together and
formed a regiment and It secured the
coveted title of First. They wero mus-
tered in April ill, ho that any way you
look at It those "slow" Pennsylvania
Dutchmen seem tn be a race of Johnnies

Ion tho spot when It comes to war.
The five companies of Kirst yefendors

remained on guard at the Capitol for
about twelve days. During this time two

'extra companies wero formed out of the
surplus of the original live and three more
were recruited from Harrishurg, Doyles- -

town and Carbondale. These ten com- -

panics became the Twenty-fift- h Hegl- -

ment.
Some of the companies were sent to

aiiard the United States Arsenal oniioslto
Alexandria. Tho others were detailed nt
different points. At the end of tho three
months they xvere mustered out nt Harrls- -
burg without having seen much severe
service.

Many of them reenllsted in various
regiments and carved through the war.
For instance, the original enlistment of
the Hinggold Artillery was tn. men.
Kighty-tw- o of them reenllsted at the end
of tho throe months, anil of this number
firty-si- x became officers before th" war
was over. Of tho Washington Artillerists
pmetlcallv all tho members reenllsted,
notably In tho Forty-eight- h nnd Ninoty-si.xt- h

Infantry nnd Iho Seventh Cavalry
SOMK niittNMONS.

The first reunion of tho men who after-
ward called themselves First Defenders
wasn't much like their fiftieth. Accord-
ing to Col. Bosbyshell It was held by some
of the original volunteers who had roen-listo- d

and found themselves together nt

I Newborn, N. C, on April 18, 188:'. Cant.
wren prebided anil, says the Colonel, "the
refreshments wero principally liquid, but
wo had a good time."

Charles C. Potts says that tho second
reunion occurred in Libby Prison in I83.
At any rate James Smith of tho Logan
Guards, Col. Swayer of the Allen Infan-
try nnd William Hoffner and Pottsy
Potts of the toxvn named alter the hitler
gentleman wore present there at that
time, They didn't have any refreshments
worth speaking about, though, and lie
couldn't truthfully say that they had
a very good time, but that wasn't their
fault.

Since that titno they haxe had many
reunions, They hux-- been tho guests
of tho State of Pennsylvania and Iho
guests of the nation. Hut when It comes
to what they call down in that part of the
country a sot out tho First Defenders
are inclined to give tho palm to the feast
put before thorn by the Livingston Club
of Allentown the other day. Trout,
squab, champagne! Oh, well, after all
this first defending brings its own reward
in time.

Hut things were different that April
day fifty years ago when Capt. Yeager
led his company a way on that business
of national defence. Tho spring xvas
backxvard then, as it is now, More so,
in fact, for on April is there was a light
snowfall, and it xvas ro cold that tho wet
clothes of the soldiers froze on them,

Tho Allentown people those eastern
Pennsylx'anlans aro the most hospitable
folks on iho face of tho earth anyway
prepared a farewoll dinner at the Kagle
Hotel, then facing tho square where the
survivor wero photographed tho other
day. Under each plate was a to bank
nolo contributed by the citizens,

Tho voltmtcors didn't get much further
than these notes, for Uiero was so much
cheering and weeping and fond farewell-in- g

that the Impetuous Captain took his
o!diers away, leaving their dinner prac-

tically untouched. Tho citizens turned
In and gave 13 a w'eck to each family
that xvas loft in any sort or need, and
xvhen the coniany came back at tho end
or July, ragged, burned by tho sun, thin

Kami haggard, there was another dinner
at tho P.tiglo Hotel, and this time nothing
but the dishes escaped tho appetites ir
the hungry soldiers,
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But how they did go back the other dav
(o the stirring time when the echoes of

the Sumter bombardment set the nation's
nerves on edge and when tho President's
cull for troops meant for men llko them-
selves tin' only outlet for their Inner
tumult! 'I hero xvas Addison Clery, (or
instance, whose tiamo doesn't suggest
tho Fatherland, but who hatks back to It
nevertheless, Ho belonged to tho Ring-
gold Artillery

"We'd been drilling tho Fifteenth." he
said, "and had got the news that we'd
likely bo called out t was a carpenter,
yorking for the Schuylkill Const met ln'.

Company, and tho next day was eating
my noon lunch under u willow tree near
the shop when along comes tho boss and
tells me that tho call has come. Says 1:

"'Here's tho key to my chest-- , Tom.
Pick up my tools, will you, and put.'em
awav. I'm off.'

"And with that I started for home.
Insido of iwenly-tiv- e minutes l was
washed and had put on my uniform and
xvas saying good-b- y to my sweetheart.
And two hours later wo xvcro on our way
to Harrisburg."

And there was Thomas Hammer, who
had lived down around Pottsville but had
gono to Philadelphia to clerk In a store.
Ho'd been reading the palters a lot and
had decided that there was going to bo
lighting If the Union was to bo preserved.
He hail a sweetheart back near Pottsville
as xvoll as some relatives and he managed
to get a vacation early in April nnd hurried
homo to them.

The day the Pottsville companies were
getting ready to leave ho .told his family
ho was going to seo them off. And did.
For he enlisted himself anil wrote back
from Harrisburg to toll his sweetheart
xvluit had become of him.

He simply couldn't keep away from
tho war, that Thomas Hammer! When
ho came back from his three months
service he married tho girl ho had so
unceremoniously left tiehtnd him. But It
didn't hold him very long. Inside of n
few weeks he had enlisted again and he
kept ut it until tio war was ox-e- when
h" returned to his long suffering wife,
and with only one rolapse has been her
devoted slave over since.

That single fall from grace occurred
during tho Spanish-America- n War, when
he started to raiso a regiment with which
ho aspired to go to tho front. His eyes
shono and his xvhito mustache twitched
the day of tho reunion when he was asked
how ho would fool if this country got into
trouble with Mexico

"Well, now," he said half apologetically,
half proudly, "you know I just couldn't
help wanting to go and do my part if
there xvas any fighting for the country.
I 1 I can't help It It seems like my
duty and I'm not comfortuble If I don't
do it "

I'RKHIDKNT LINCOLN H OMP.
Thomas Hammer's body is not built

on so imposing a plan as his spirit. Any-
way lie was only a boy of IS in '81 and
not largo for his ago either.

"When Lincoln came along the line."
he said, "and put out his hand as big as
two of mine'.-- ho gax'o me a grip which
made me almost cringe down into my
knees.

"'What's the matter, sonny?' said he.
"'Mr. President," said I, 'you pain me.
"But I cherish the memory of'that grip

of iron It made you have absolute
trust in the iiow'or of the man behind it."

Mr. Hammer, still making up to his wife
for his uncontrollable habit of going to
war, brought her along with him to the
reunion tho other day. Charles Sllngloff
and Joel Belts, two other old Pottsville
boys, h'so brought their wives. Mrs,
Capt. Schaadt entertained the ladies and
some local daughters of First Defenders
nnd they laughed and cried together over
tho" reminiscences of those who were old
enough to havo any.

Mrs. Iletts told how her husband ha
was only her sweetheart then was on hiii
way to work when the news came of Lin-

coln's call. His action makes one want
to revise the common impression of the
stolid deliberation of theGerman. Accord-
ing to his wife, young Joel said to himself:
"Uncle Sam wants boys!" and with that
he threxv axx-a- his dinner pail and went
straight offand enlisted.

As Tor Charlie Sllngloff well, if he was
as pugnacious then as ho is to-da- y he'd
have tackled tho Confederacy single,
handed and had tho time of his life doing
it Tho business meeting at the fiftieth
reunion was n somewhat informal affair,
the veterans retaining a good deal of theii
early contempt for forms when real thing!
are at stake. For instance, not quit
content with tho medals given them by tho
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, tta
First Defenders would like to have Con-gres- s

recognize them in tho same way,
Mr Potts of Pottsville thought it would
be better if Congress would place tablet
in the Capitol building recording the fac
of tho early arrix-a- l or the five Pcnnsyl.

companies,
"Then they would be there forex-erant- )

everybody could re id tho truth," said he.
"What's tho use of medals and tablets, 1

grumbled one of tho comtHtles, "so long
as Now Lngland xvrites our histories ami
every schoolboy in tho North istaughj
Hint tho Sixth Mnssiichiiscttssoldierswert
the first to reach Washington?" ,

"Tint's a twenty-fou- r hour lie!" calmly
remarked Clnrlie .Sllngloff. and he doesn't
care whother peppery persons from tlx
Bay St'ate like his sentiments or not.
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These Pennsylvania Germans never
wero a weik kneed generation anyway,
They came to thlii country, ns the Puritan!
themselves did, because of religious per.
sedition. Most of them aro Lutheran!
nnd their pastors have been militant
Christ inns if ever anybody was one
In front of one of Iho Allentown ehurchei
is a tablet reminding Iho passerby thaj
the Liberty bell wns hidden there fo
safe keeping during tho Revolutionary
xvar. They tell of one of their own
pieachers who, like others of his calling,
wore n uniform under his cassock, and
Inking off Iho latter as ho stood in thi
pulpit, declared that there was a time foj
preaching and n time for fighting, ana!
thai Iho time for fighting had come.

They are thrifty, hardy, cleanly people.
Allentown is spick nnd span that il
might serve as u model for Spotless Town,
There are so many tombstones in theii
cemeteries with tho inscription, "At U14

age of Ml years," or thereabouts, that oin
must nccuso thorn of going oontrnry tq
the Scriptuies with Km threewcoro yeuri
and ten. Altogether, a pretty lino sot o
folks, these Pennsylvania Germans. Am)
as before remarked, uncommonly speedy
In getting into a light for tho country.

A Mratmrger'is Work of Patience,
"in in lir .iiiiirni ilhlir,

A noteworthy example of patience In
iii ill tliliius is to ho seen in Ihe recent

ai'iiiiisitliiu of Iho InviillUes of si 1110 H.OfH

llllli' snliliers tniiile of cant hoard unij
mounted nu little wooden stun. Is.

It Is the work ol M. I'nul Hehiniill, t
KtrashurKer. and repreeins the trnoii)
sintioneil in the ruinous catlieilritl city It
mis, Inbuilt)', ciivilry, nitillery. xol.
liueius, znuaves and Inn riicl.s llroniei
are reuienleil, ami ihe-- e had taken paij
III the ennuurst of Mk'ii'ls lor I hi) line
lull . 'It any into 11s far as the oflheis hii
cnlieerneil. Ihe fares 1110 Hue portraits;
anil nl Iho hack ef ,eneh llitilie Ihe tiutnl
and rank of the parly U to he found,


